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Why should you donate?

A corneal transplant (graft) is a wonderful gift which can help
restore sight to someone who has been blinded by corneal damage
or disease. It may enable them to see again or may relieve severe
eye pain. Sometimes, a successful transplant can restore
independence to a housebound person.

Tragically the demand for corneal grafts is steadily increasing and
far outnumbers the supply.

What is the cornea?
The cornea is the clear window in front of the iris (the coloured part

of the eye). It must be transparent for normal sight. However, it is
very delicate and can easily be damaged by injury or disease.
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What is a cornea transplant?
The abnormal cornea is removed and replaced by the donor
cornea. It is kept in place with very thin stitches. These stitches are

almost invisible. The transplant does not change the colour of the
eye.
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Is transplantation successful?

Using modem surgical methods and drugs to control rejection,
corneal transplantation is very successful. In most cases, more than
90% work.

Who will benefit from a corneal transplant?

People ranging from the very young to the very old receive corneal
transplants. Even tiny children sometimes require a transplant!

Why is it necessary to remove the whole eye?

There is a high risk of spreading infection to the cornea as it is
removed and of causing damage to its delicate surfaces It is much
safer to remove the whole eye first and then remove the cornea in a
special room with special instruments.

What will happen to the rest of the eye?

Other parts of the eye can also be used in other types of transplant
operations.
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Any part not used for surgery can be used for research by scientists
in our internationally renowned laboratories Valuable information
from even a normal eye can be used to help us in the battle to
prevent blindness. None of the eye tissue will be wasted.

Can anyone donate their eyes?

There are very few people who cannot be donors. Unlike most other
organs, such as kidneys and hearts, the corneas can be donated
long after death (up to 24 hours).

Should donors have perfect sight?

No. Wearing glasses is not a reason not to be a corneal donor.
When will the eyes be collected?

The eyes can be retrieved anytime within the first 24 hours of death.
Specially trained people can carry the retrieval out anywhere. It
does not have to be done in an operating theatre.

Will there be any facial disfigurement?

No. Cosmetically there will be no change. The eyelids will be
closed.

What happens to the eyes after they have been removed?

The corneas will be stored in a special fluid, which keeps them
healthy in an eye bank for up to 30 days until they are required.

How can a donation be made?

You can register to be a corneal donor whilst you are still alive. You
can obtain registration forms from doctors’ surgeries, chemists or
libraries or by telephoning free of charge on 0800 555 777. The
Corneal Nurse at the Royal Liverpool University Hospital can
answer any questions you may have.
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Thank you for reading this leaflet and considering a donation.
Your generosity could lead to a miracle for someone who is
blind and also aid in the campaign against blindness.

Feedback

Your feedback is important to us and helps us influence care in the
future.

Following your discharge from hospital or attendance at your
outpatient appointment you will receive a text asking if you would
recommend our service to others. Please take the time to text back,
you will not be charged for the text and can opt out at any point.
Your co-operation is greatly appreciated.

Further information
The Corneal Nurse

Tel: 0151 706 2000 ask for bleep 732
Text phone number: 18001 0151 706 2000 Bleep 732

Author: St Paul’s Eye Department
Review date: April 2026
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All Trust approved information is available on request in
alternative formats, including other languages, easy read, large
print, audio, Braille, moon and electronically.
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